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Pre – Application Discussion – Up to 350 dwellings and associated infrastructure, 

Proposed Residential Development, Camelot, Chorley. 

Dear Frederick, 

Thank you for inviting National Highways to provide pre planning advice regarding the above 
proposals. 
 

Policy Overview 

National Highways has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as strategic 
highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is the highway 
authority, traffic authority and street authority for the Strategic Road Network (SRN). The SRN is 
a critical national asset and as such we work to ensure that it operates and is managed in the 
public interest, both in respect of current activities and needs as well as in providing effective 
stewardship of its long-term operation and integrity. It is an ambition to ensure that major roads 
are more dependable, durable, and most importantly – safe. 
 
National Highways’ approach to engaging with the planning system is governed by the advice 
and guidance set out in: 
 

• The Strategic Road Network Planning for the Future - A Guide to Working with National 
Highways on Planning Matters (October 2023). 

 

• The document is written in the context of statutory responsibilities as set out in National 
Highways’ licence, and in the light of government policy and regulation, including the: 

 

• National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); 

• Town and Country Planning Development Management (Procedure) Order (England) 
2015 (DMPO 
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• DfT Circular 01/2022 The Strategic Road Network and the Delivery of Sustainable 
Development (‘The Circular’). 

 
National Highways comments 
 
National Highways reviewed the pre-application Scoping Note produced by Curtins for a 
proposed residential development at M6 Junctions 27 & 28, Chorley.  
 

• The Scoping Note has been reviewed to assess the proposed methodology that will be 
used in a forthcoming TA for the proposed development. Within this review, a number of 
comments have been made relating to National Highways’ requirements for a transport 
evidence base for any forthcoming planning applications for the proposed development 
site.  

• At present, there is not enough information in relation to the trip distribution for National 
Highways to confirm whether the forecast trip numbers at the SRN junctions are likely to 
be reflective of the proposed development. Therefore, National Highways should be 
consulted further once this information is available, but it is noted that, should the trip 
numbers remain broadly similar then, this is unlikely to warrant further assessment of the 
SRN.  
 

We suggest that a Transport Assessment accompanying the planning application that may 
submitted includes the following information outlined in the attached Scoping Note Review, as 
regards to any SRN junctions that may need to be significantly utilised as part of the 
construction/occupation of the development: 
 
It is important to note that the Transport Assessment must accord with the requirements of the 
Circular in respect of the SRN. The Circular also places an emphasis on development proposals 
establishing and testing vision of what the development is seeking to achieve in transport terms 
within the transport assessment and then validating those vision scenarios to determine what 
the optimum design and transport infrastructure is to realise that ‘vision’. 
 
To conclude, these comments imply no pre-determined view as to the acceptability of the 
development scheme in relation to its potential traffic impact on the SRN, most notably the M6 
Given the scale of this proposal, we would welcome more detailed discussions with respect to 
the scope of the transport assessment.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Omar Opoku-Addo 
 

 
 
North West Spatial Planning Team 
 


