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Active Travel England Planning Response
Detailed Response to an Application for Planning Permission

From: Planning & Development Division, Active Travel England
To: Chorley Borough Council
Application Ref: 25/00577/OUTMAJ

Site Address: CAMELOT THEME PARK, PARK HALL ROAD, CHARNOCK
RICHARD, PR7 5LP

Description of development: Outline planning application (with all matters
reserved save for the principal means of access) for a residential development of up to
350 homes (Use Class C3) and a 186.9 sgm (2,012 sqft) community hub (Use Classes
C3, E and F), with associated habitat creation, landscaping, open space, parking,
footpaths/cycleways, drainage and other infrastructure.

Notice is hereby given that Active Travel England’s formal recommendation is as follows:

c. Deferral: ATE is not currently in a position to support this application
and requests further assessment, evidence, revisions and/or dialogue as
set out in this response.



1.0 Background

Active Travel England (ATE) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Outline
planning application (with all matters reserved save for the principal means of access) for
a residential development of up to no. 350 homes (Use Class C3) a community hub with
associated habitat creation, landscaping, open space, parking, footpaths/cycleways,
drainage and other infrastructure.

This is ATE’s first involvement with the proposed development at Park Hall Road,
Charnock at the former Camelot Theme Park site. It is pursuant to all relevant local
policies (Chorley Borough Council — BC and Lancashire County Council — LCC ) along
with being pursuant with all relevant National Planning policies.

2.0 Summary

ATE has reviewed various documents associated with the application including the Design
& Access Statement (DAS); Transport Assessment (TA) and the Framework Travel Plan
(FTP). ATE has considered the application against the criteria as set out in its planning
assessment toolkit, national planning policy and active travel design guidance.

Overall, ATE acknowledges that this application demonstrates an overall intent to create a
development that can facilitate active travel modes and take advantage of its’ location
which is highly accessible to various active and sustainable travel networks.

With regards to the aligned assessment criteria and application of ATE’s assessment
toolkit, the application meets the requirements of the following criteria:

o Active Travel Route Audit — The applicant has provided a sound consideration and
analysis of the quality of the existing connections

o Placemaking, Permeability and Access to Public Transport have all been considered.

Areas in which ATE has requested further detail and/or a commitment to providing to as a
condition of planning permission relate to

e Precise details of all active travel infrastructural provision related to access and a
clear demonstration of how the above details to improve active travel access and
connectivity (e.g. through PRoW) and details of how these can be committed to via
appropriate conditions/contributions.

e A demonstrate of intent to embed Active Travel through commitment to quantum and
detail of cycle parking infrastructure and also a more focused Travel Plan with suitably
ambitious objectives.

These issues and requests for further information are detailed below:



Active Travel Assessment
2.0 Summary

2.1 Trip Generation, and Travel Plan Targets
Rating:

° The TA presents trip generation figures in Chapter 6 (TA, p.52). The applicant
presents multi-modal trip generation with a suitably robust methodology in place using 3
approaches, with the ‘Percent of Trips by Journey Purpose by Mode of Travel summarised
in Table 6.10 (TA, p.64). This provides a baseline for which the proposed Sustainable
Transport Strategy can act as a stimulus to a transition to an increase of active and
sustainable transport modes. Further to this, ATE also requests that a more granular
mode-share split data is provided with this to then contribute to a more realistic set of
Travel Plan targets.

o ATE notes that the applicant is committed to this vision-led analysis and that the
LCC Highways will only support this while a Sustainable Transport Strategy has been
agreed with stakeholders. ATE agrees with the notion of a vision-led approach, and that
while the intentions of the Sustainable Transport Strategy (Ta, p.44) indicate suitable
intent, they need to be supported with more detail regarding active travel provision and
access as outlined below.

° In addition to the above, ATE also advises that the applicant sets out more
ambitious mode-share targets for each mode of transport — the 10% reduction in single
car-use demonstrates a very generalised approach and to support a comprehensive
vision-led ambition, it is important at this stage to set targets that are both clear and
ambitious.

2.2 Active Travel Route Audit/Off-site Infrastructure/Access to amenities and
Rating:

o ATE welcomes that the applicant has conducted a thorough and experiential-
based audit of the active travel provision connected to the site and the surrounding area
(para 2.3, TA, p.9). This approach clearly identifies aspects which need enhancement to
encourage active travel use for all users and purposes of travel.

o As the crucial road that will connect to the site to the surrounding area and act as
an internal conduit, the ‘Primary Movement Network’ lacks sufficient detail to demonstrate
that it can facilitate increased numbers of pedestrians & cyclists, with the primary link road
only having ‘2m footways along both sides where possible’ (para 5.3.9, TA, p.50). ATE
therefore requests that this is revised and committed to by the applicant to create an active
travel provision that is in adherence with relevant policy/guidance. In addition, ATE also
advises that the applicant demonstrates how the site junction with Park Hall Road can be
enhanced to allow for a high-quality active travel amenity.



o Further to this, it is vital at this stage that all active travel access points are
supported with technical drawings that demonstrate their suitability (including supporting
details such as materials, signage etc.), as introduced from para 5.3.14 (p.50) in the TA.
ATE therefore requests that the applicant provides clear details of all of these as shown on
the ‘Parameter Plan: Movement & Access (dated June 2025).

o It is important that the proposed development contributes to off-site enhancements
that will allow the proposed development to connect with nearby amenities and
settlements. The applicant has suggested that the internal composition of the site (e.g.
layout) will allow for future residents to be able to access amenities within the site such as
the community hub and the bus interchange. However, these are limited with the
community hub (DAS, p. 65) only providing a limited amount of facilities which people
would access (e.g. retail and public services)

° Consequently, ATE advises that the applicant should agree to suitably significant
contributions for the proposed development to enhance active travel provision to
surrounding areas. This included identifying any potential enhancements to Park Hall
Road which currently is limited as an active route and evaluating the feasibility of this to
occur.

o If Park Hall Road has been identified as being constrained in terms of its
effectiveness, it emphasises the importance to improve the active travel provision for the
various Public Rights of Way (PRoW). With regards to the PRoW, this is in addition to
those already suggested in para 4.3.12 and should include all details of improvements in
line with policy and guidance.

2.3 Cycle Parking
Rating:

o ATE recognises that the applicant is willing to provide cycle parking as part of the
development proposals for all dwellings in the form of cycle sheds/on street cycle hangers
(para 7.4.7, FTP, p.42), with also the Community Hub (para 7.4.5, FTP, p.42). While this
potentially can embed active travel and other sustainable modes for the entire community,
in consideration of access and supporting infrastructure from the outset, there still needs to
be a commitment in terms of numbers and supporting cycle parking provision.

o Consequently, ATE advises that the applicant needs to provide details of the cycle
parking for all components of the proposed development, including a consideration of
temporary cycle parking for visitors and in contributing to the cycle parking provision in
Chorley and Eccleston. This includes the amount of cycle parking as per Table 11.1 of
LTN 1-20 (p. 134). and its location, accessibility, parking types and dimensions, security
arrangements or lighting as appropriate. This will then ensure that the provision is suitable
for all users. It is vital that these details are provided at the earliest stage of development
possible.



3.0 Conclusion

It is requested that these recommendations are provided to the LPA case officer, the
highways authority and forwarded to the applicant and its representatives. As
aforementioned it imperative at this stage to provide the details to embed what can
potentially be a healthy and sustainable new community for the residents, employees,
students and visitors for this phase of development.

ATE welcomes the review of further submitted information, with a view to then providing a
further response which then can meet the requirements of national planning policy and
where appropriate, the setting of suitable planning conditions and commitment to
contributions.



