Assistant Director of Planning and
Regulatory Services

Paul Charlson

52 Derby Street

Ormskirk, West Lancashire, L39 2DF
Website: www.westlancs.gov.uk

E-mail: plan.apps@westlancs.gov.uk
Telephone: 01695 577177

Date: 8 August 2025

Your ref:

Our ref: L/2025/0176/AAA

Dear Sir/Madam,

Proposal: Application Consultation 25/00577/OUTMAJ: Outline planning application
(with all matters reserved save for the principal

means of access) for a residential development of up to 350 homes (Use Class C3) and
a 186.9 sgqm (2,012 sqft) community hub (Use Classes C3, E and F), with associated
habitat creation, landscaping, open space, parking, footpaths/cycleways, drainage and
other infrastructure.

Location: Camelot Theme Park,Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard,

Thank you for consulting West Lancashire Borough Council (WLBC) on this application.

The application site is located approximately 0.6km to the north of the West Lancashire
Borough boundary, and approximately 2km to the north of the settlement of
Wrightington via Park Hall Road, Mill Lane and Carr House Lane. Wrightington is
designated as a Small Rural Village within West Lancashire Local Plan 2012-27
Development Plan Document (WLLP) Policy SP1: A Sustainable Development
Framework for West Lancashire.

The main issues raised by the planning application relating to West Lancashire Borough
are in relation to ecology and transport, including active travel.

Ecology

The application site contains Ancient Woodland, which Annex 2: Glossary (NPPF)
recognises as an irreplaceable habitat. Furthermore, to the south of the site is the Syd
Brook Valley Biological Heritage Site (BHS) which extends into West Lancashire
Borough, and is designated for its grassland, flushes, tall herb-fen, scrub and woodland
habitats. Both the Syd Brook Valley BHS and the Ancient Woodland within the
application site form part of Lancashire County Council's woodland ecological network,
which also passes through the eastern part of the application site and then in a north-


http://www.westlancs.gov.uk/
mailto:plan.apps@westlancs.gov.uk

easterly direction across the M6 motorway. Any enhancements to the woodland
ecological network within the application site, and therefore improving the Green
Infrastructure network, would be welcomed. Lancashire County Council should be
consulted regarding the contribution of the application site to the woodland ecological
network. Adopted Chorley Local Plan 2012 - 2026 Site Allocations and Development
Management Policies Development Plan Document (Chorley Local Plan) Policy BNE9:
Biodiversity and Nature Conservation is relevant to a consideration of this matter.

Transport

Both West Lancashire and Chorley possess up-to-date Local Cycling and Walking
Strategies (LCWIPs), which were adopted by Lancashire County Council in May 2024.
In Chorley Council's case this is part of the Central Lancashire LCWIP. As such,
Lancashire County Council should be consulted regarding any opportunities to link
proposals within the respective LCWIPs to enhance cross boundary active travel
between the two authorities. The recognition of an objective to maximise the level of
walking and cycling to and from the site within the applicant's submitted Framework
Travel Plan is therefore welcomed. Central Lancashire Adopted Core Strategy Policy 3:
Travel and Chorley Local Plan Policy ST1: New Provision or Improvement of Footpaths,
Cycleways, Bridleways and their associated facilities in existing networks and new
development are of relevance to a consideration of this matter.

The planning application is accompanied by a Transport Assessment (TA) and
Appendices. However, it is unclear from these documents if, and to what extent, the
cumulative impact of the proposal upon the road network in West Lancashire has been
assessed. Strategic Planning consider this to be of importance given that the closest
route to lawfully access the M6 motorway is via junction 27, approximately 5km to the
south of the application site. This entails a journey through three of the Borough's
settlements (Wrightington, Mossy Lea and Hunger Hill) and includes travel along narrow
roads which are, in our view, not suitable for larger volumes of traffic, such as Carr
House Lane.

As such, we would like to understand what assessment has been made of the impact of
the proposed development upon the highway network within West Lancashire, including
the roads connecting the aforementioned settlements, as well as junction 27 of the M6,
which is within West Lancashire Borough. In this regard, we note that the Appendices to
the Transport Assessment contains minutes from a meeting dated 31 January 2025
between officers of Chorley Council and the applicant, their agent and Lancashire
County Council, followed by an email of 9 May 2025. The latter (at electronic pages 13
and 14 of the Appendices) states that National Highways and Wigan Council have been
contacted regarding the wider impact of the proposed development traffic. No mention is
made of contact being made with West Lancashire Borough Council, which is of
concern because, firstly, our Borough boundary is closer to the application site than
Wigan MBC and, secondly, there has therefore been no supply of our development
pipeline data to feed into the TA to enable a thorough assessment of cumulative impact
upon the highway network.

We would welcome your reply in relation to the above matter.



| would be grateful to receive a copy of your Council’s Committee Report and Decision
Notice for this application.

Yours faithfully,

(e

Paul Charlson
Assistant Director of Planning and Regulatory Services



