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Camelot, Chorley — Active Travel England Post-Application Response

1.0 Introduction

This Technical Note has been prepared by Curtins on behalf of Story Homes (“the Applicant”) in support of an
outline planning application (with all matters reserved save for the principal means of access) for the creation
of a residential-led development at the former Camelot Theme Park, Chorley (“the site”).

The proposed development has the following planning description:

“Demolition of existing structures and outline planning application (with all matters reserved save for the
principal means of access) for a residential development of up to 350 homes (Use Class C3) and a
186.9 sqm (2,012 sqft) community hub (Use Classes C3, E and F), with associated habitat creation,
landscaping, open space, parking, footpaths/cycleways, drainage and other infrastructure.”

The site is within the administrative area of Chorley Borough Council (CBC) as the Local Planning Authority
(LPA), and Lancashire County Council (LCC) as the Local Highway Authority (LHA).

The planning application was submitted on 11" June 2025 and was validated by the LPA on 20" June 2025.

As detailed within the submitted Transport Assessment (TA) (Curtins document reference: 086409-CUR-XX-
XX-T-TP-00003-P03), Curtins and the Applicant undertook extensive scoping discussions with the LHA pre-
application, culminating in the LHA providing their formal pre-application advice on 13t June 2025.

Following submission of the application, Curtins, the Applicant, and the LHA have held regular meetings. Details
of these meetings and the resulting changes to the proposals will be provided in Curtins’ LCC Highways
Response (Document Reference: 086409-CUR-XX-XX-T-TP-00005).

In terms of engagement with Active Travel England (ATE), Curtins attended a post-application meeting with
ATE on 24t July 2025. ATE provided their post-application response on 25" July 2025, formally recommending
that the LPA defer the application. ATE concluded, however, that:

“Overall, ATE acknowledges that this application demonstrates an overall intent to create a
development that can facilitate active travel modes and take advantage of its’ location which is highly
accessible to various active and sustainable travel networks.”

In response to the LHA’s feedback and further discussions, along with ATE and other consultees, some
amendments have been made to the Sustainable Transport Strategy (STS) and additional mitigation measures
are proposed.

This Technical Note responds to all key points raised by the ATE, incorporating the latest information and
proposals, as supplementary information to the submitted TA and Framework Travel Plan (FTP) (Curtins
document reference: 086409-CUR-XX-XX-T-TP-00004-P03). As a result of a collaborative approach between
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Curtins, the Applicant, and consultees, the final proposals presented in this Note provide a comprehensive and
well-considered STS to deliver the Transport Vision for the site.

2.0 Overview

Transport has been a key consideration from the earliest stages of the project, taking account of the existing
situation, including on-site observations, the previous applications, recent changes to the policy environment,
and the views of the LHA and other stakeholders. The Transport Vision (detailed in the TA) has been integral
in guiding the evolution of the proposals.

With input from the LHA, the project team (Curtins and the Applicant) have prepared a comprehensive package
of interventions (including improvements to road safety, pedestrian and cycle access (both for surrounding
amenities and for leisure purposes), bus services and junction performance, and providing a Community Hub,
high-speed broadband, and, for some houses, a study to limit the need to travel) that ensure the site will be
made sustainable.

The project team has built upon the submitted proposals to fully address comments received, to improve road
safety, and to promote and encourage active and sustainable modes of transport.

Additionally, minor updates have been made to the Parameter Plans to reflect the final proposals. The updated
Parameter Plans have been submitted as part of the application. The changes agreed with the LHA are:

e The alignment of the proposed pedestrian/cycle connection in the north-west corner of the site has been
adjusted to adjoin the existing bridleway (BW0913009) directly, without the need to redesignate a
section of footpath (FP0913009) to bridleway;

e The proposed emergency vehicle access (EVA) on Park Hall Road has been upgraded to a full
secondary access, which has resulted in slight change to the active travel provision; and

e The diversion of FP0908006 in the south-east corner of the site is no longer proposed as it is not
deemed necessary to support the development proposals.

Appendix A at the rear of this Note details and visualises the latest version of the STS.

The post-application response to LCC Highways will include a table of infrastructure measures agreed with the
LHA, including road safety improvements along Park Hall Road and junction improvements at the Park Hall
Road/Wood Lane and the A49 Preston Road/Mill Lane junctions.

The following sections of this Note follow the structure of ATE’s document, with ATE’s comments reproduced in
italics followed by Curtins’ response.

Curtins and the Applicant trust that the enhanced and comprehensive strategy and proposals for the site are
now sufficient to receive support from ATE and recommend approval.

3.0 Trip Generation and Travel Plan Targets

ATE Comment: “The TA presents trip generation figures in Chapter 6 (TA, p.52). The applicant presents
multi-modal trip generation with a suitably robust methodology in place using 3 approaches, with the
‘Percent of Trips by Journey Purpose by Mode of Travel summarised in Table 6.10 (TA, p.64). This provides
a baseline for which the proposed Sustainable Transport Strategy can act as a stimulus to a transition to
an increase of active and sustainable transport modes. Further to this, ATE also requests that a more
granular mode-share split data is provided with this to then contribute to a more realistic set of Travel Plan
targets.”

Please see the updated Framework Travel Plan (FTP) (Document Reference: 086409-CUR-XX-XX-T-TP-
00004-P05), which includes changes to Sections 7 and 8, in direct response to this comment.
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ATE Comment: “ATE notes that the applicant is committed to this vision-led analysis and that the LCC
Highways will only support this while a Sustainable Transport Strategy has been agreed with stakeholders.
ATE agrees with the notion of a vision-led approach, and that while the intentions of the Sustainable
Transport Strategy (Ta, p.44) indicate suitable intent, they need to be supported with more detail regarding
active travel provision and access as outlined below.”

Noted.

ATE Comment: “In addition to the above, ATE also advises that the applicant sets out more ambitious
mode-share targets for each mode of transport — the 10% reduction in single car-use demonstrates a very
generalised approach and to support a comprehensive vision-led ambition, it is important at this stage to
set targets that are both clear and ambitious.”

Please see the updated FTP (Document Reference: 086409-CUR-XX-XX-T-TP-00004-P05), which includes
changes to Sections 7 and 8 in direct response to this comment.

4.0 Active Travel Route Audit / Off-Site Infrastructure / Access to Amenities

ATE Comment: “ATE welcomes that the applicant has conducted a thorough and experiential-based audit
of the active travel provision connected to the site and the surrounding area (para 2.3, TA, p.9). This
approach clearly identifies aspects which need enhancement to encourage active travel use for all users
and purposes of travel.”

Noted.

ATE Comment: “As the crucial road that will connect to the site to the surrounding area and act as an
internal conduit, the ‘Primary Movement Network’ lacks sufficient detail to demonstrate that it can facilitate
increased numbers of pedestrians & cyclists, with the primary link road only having 2m footways along
both sides where possible’ (para 5.3.9, TA, p.50). ATE therefore requests that this is revised and committed
to by the applicant to create an active travel provision that is in adherence with relevant policy/quidance.
In addition, ATE also advises that the applicant demonstrates how the site junction with Park Hall Road
can be enhanced to allow for a high-quality active travel amenity.”

The link road (access road between the residential development areas) is not the subject of this outline
application, and will be determined at the Reserved Matters stage.

At this stage, it is not possible to confirm the precise infrastructure provision of the link road, as the road is
bound on both sides by the Park Hall Resort & Spa and The Dam. Further design work is required to consider
these and other constraints, such as trees. Notwithstanding, the intention is to provide high quality and
continuous pedestrian and cycle routes where possible throughout the site, working with existing constraints.

It is worth noting that the link road is not the sole pedestrian and cycle route between the two development
parcels. For many residents of the northern parcel it will be more direct to walk/cycle via the emergency vehicle
route along the south and west of the Park Hall Resort & Spa (which will be an active travel route at all times),
along the existing route around the east side of The Dam, or via the surrounding Public Rights of Way (PRoW)
network.

The design of the internal street and pedestrian/cycle networks will be progressed at Reserved Matters stage
in collaboration with the LHA and other consultees.

ATE Comment: “Further to this, it is vital at this stage that all active travel access points are supported
with technical drawings that demonstrate their suitability (including supporting details such as materials,
signage etc.), as introduced from para 5.3.14 (p.50) in the TA. ATE therefore requests that the applicant
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provides clear details of all of these as shown on the ‘Parameter Plan: Movement & Access (dated June
2025).”

Further details are provided in Appendix A.

Details including materials and signage will be determined at a later stage, although the principles have been
established and agreed with the LHA.

ATE Comment: ‘It is important that the proposed development contributes to off-site enhancements that
will allow the proposed development to connect with nearby amenities and settlements. The applicant has
suggested that the internal composition of the site (e.g. layout) will allow for future residents to be able to
access amenities within the site such as the community hub and the bus interchange. However, these are
limited with the community hub (DAS, p. 65) only providing a limited amount of facilities which people would
access (e.qg. retail and public services).”

Contributions will be made towards improving the existing PRoW immediately adjacent to the site and within
the local area (listed and shown below). The exact nature of these improvements will be determined at a later
stage, but the principles agreed with the LHA include:

¢ Reclaiming recorded widths by sensitively cutting back vegetation;
e Upgraded surfacing (bound gravel);

e Lighting (if possible);

¢ Removal of stiles; and

¢ Drainage improvements (where required).

It has been agreed that two separate contributions would be made for Accessibility PRoWs (routes towards
Wood Lane and Eccleston to access local amenities and key facilities and services) and Leisure PRoWs (routes
for leisure purposes, such as walking routes in the surrounding area). The contributions would improve up to 11
separate PRoWs, as follows:

e Accessibility: BW0913009, BW0917018, FP0917019, FP0913015
e Leisure: FP0913009, FP0908010, FP0908006, FP0908005, FP0908002, FP0917027, FP0917026

These routes are illustrated in Figure 1 below:

Curtins Consulting Ltd
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Figure 1 — Accessibility and Leisure PROWs
(Source: LCC MARIO)

ATE Comment: “Consequently, ATE advises that the applicant should agree to suitably significant
contributions for the proposed development to enhance active travel provision to surrounding areas. This
included identifying any potential enhancements to Park Hall Road which currently is limited as an active
route and evaluating the feasibility of this to occur.”

As detailed within Appendix A, various schemes will be provided to enhance active travel provision in the
surrounding area, including PRoW contributions, the Road Safety Scheme on Park Hall Road, and the
improvements to the Park Hall Road/Wood Lane and A49 Preston Road/Mill Lane junctions.

ATE Comment: “If Park Hall Road has been identified as being constrained in terms of its effectiveness,
it emphasises the importance to improve the active travel provision for the various Public Rights of Way
(PRoW). With regards to the PRoW, this is in addition to those already suggested in para 4.3.12 and should
include all details of improvements in line with policy and guidance.”

As detailed within Appendix A, the PRoWs for which contributions will be made for improvement, has since
been expanded to include additional routes for leisure purposes. The Road Safety Scheme on Park Hall Road
will also make the environment more welcoming and attractive for both pedestrians and cyclists.

5.0 Cycle Parking

ATE Comment: “ATE recognises that the applicant is willing to provide cycle parking as part of the
development proposals for all dwellings in the form of cycle sheds/on street cycle hangers (para 7.4.7,
FTP, p.42), with also the Community Hub (para 7.4.5, FTP, p.42). While this potentially can embed active
travel and other sustainable modes for the entire community, in consideration of access and supporting
infrastructure from the outset, there still needs to be a commitment in terms of numbers and supporting
cycle parking provision.”

The level of cycle parking provision is not subject to this outline application and will be determined at the
Reserved Matters stage. The Applicant will provide parking in line with local parking standards.
Curtins Consulting Ltd

17-19 Whitworth Street West, Manchester, M1 5WG
0161 236 2394 manchester@curtins.com www.curtins.com



086409 Camelot, Chorley

Active Travel England Post-Application Response Cu rtl nS

ATE Comment: “Consequently, ATE advises that the applicant needs to provide details of the cycle
parking for all components of the proposed development, including a consideration of temporary cycle
parking for visitors and in contributing to the cycle parking provision in Chorley and Eccleston. This includes
the amount of cycle parking as per Table 11.1 of LTN 1-20 (p. 134). and its location, accessibility, parking
types and dimensions, security arrangements or lighting as appropriate. This will then ensure that the
provision is suitable for all users. It is vital that these details are provided at the earliest stage of
development possible.”

The Applicant will make a contribution to off-site cycle parking in Eccleston and/or Coppull village centre(s). The
exact nature of this will be determined at a later stage.

6.0 Conclusion

Curtins and the Applicant have sought to fully address ATE’s comments. We trust that the enhanced and

comprehensive strategy and proposals for the site are now sufficient to receive support from ATE and
recommend approval.
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Appendix A — Sustainable Transport Strategy
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Camelot — Sustainable Transport Strategy

Introduction

The transport vision for the site is to foster the establishment of an attractive, sustainable residential
area with access to work, education and community facilities by sustainable, low carbon travel
infrastructure so that many journeys can be on foot or by bicycle, within the development itself, and by
public, shared and sustainable transport modes for longer journeys.

The Sustainable Transport Strategy (STS) was introduced in the Transport Assessment and
Framework Travel Plan as part of the planning submission. The STS has been updated in response to
comments from consultees.

This document provides an overview of the final elements that comprise the STS that together will
promote and encourage active and sustainable travel.

Strategy Elements

Community Hub:

e Ground floor community hub with 6no. apartments above

e Bus interchange (stop with seating and shelter, and timetables/real time information)
e EV charging — two public spaces

e Space for coffee van or food truck

e Total car parking — up to 15 spaces (including above spaces)

e Cycle parking

o Parcel delivery lockers

e Flexible community use — spaces for co-working, meetings, and groups (with kitchen)

Off-Site Highway Improvements:

¢ Road Safety Scheme on Park Hall Road:

o 30mph speed limit enforced by regular speed cushions and gateway features at
junctions with Wood Lane and Mill Lane

o Sensitively cut-back vegetation to reclaim footway width

o Tactile paving at existing crossing at Park Hall Road/Yewlands Avenue junction

o Additional signage and road marking to identify key junctions and highlight residential
and pedestrian/cycle activity

e Wood Lane / Park Hall Road Junction Improvements:

o Kerb alignment on Park Hall Road arm tightened to reduce traffic speeds, reduce
pedestrian crossing distance from c. 12.8m to 10m, and providing localised widening
of footway

o Central hatching provided between lanes on Park Hall Road arm to allow safe
movements of HGVs

e Preston Road / Mill Lane Junction Improvements:

o Carriageway resurfacing and remarking

o Replacement of existing crash barrier

o Upgrade existing uncontrolled crossing on northern arm with tactile paving

o Resurface footway and provide new uncontrolled crossing (complete with tactile
paving and dropped kerbs) on western arm

o Additional signage to highlight pedestrian and cyclist activity



¢ Traffic monitoring at:
o Junction 3 - A581 Southport Road / Lydiate Lane
o Junction 4 - A581 Southport Road / Leyland Lane
o Junction 7 - A49 Wigan Road / A581 Dawbers Lane

Public Transport:

e Site access designed to incorporate bus stop and turnaround combined with Community Hub

o Potential bus stops on Park Hall Road near the secondary access to supplement the bus
interchange within the site

¢ Contribution to bus service enhancements on Route 337, 347, and/or 772, towards diverting
existing bus services into the site, extending start/end times, extending days of operation,
enhancing service frequency, and/or improving local bus stops on Park Hall Road and Wood
Lane

e Contribution towards existing Central Lancashire community transport services

e Park Hall Road — Road Safety Scheme, contribution to PRoW Accessibility Routes, and Park
Hall Road/Wood Lane junction improvements to aid pedestrian access to bus stops on Wood
Lane

Active Travel:

e Design a highly permeable site with routes for pedestrians and cyclists

e Provide continuous routes within the site, connecting residential areas to existing uses (hotel
and employment) at the site

¢ 3m wide shared footway/cycleway at north-west corner of site connecting to BW0913009

¢ 3m wide shared footway/cycleway at south-west corner of site connecting to Park Hall Road

e Contribution to sensitively cut-back vegetation along Park Hall Road and reclaim encroached
footways

e Contribution to improvements to Accessibility PRoW — BW0913009, BW0917018,
FP0917019, and FP0913015 (see map below)

e  Contribution to improvements to Leisure PRoW — FP0913009, FP0908010, FP0908006,
FP0908005, FP0908002, FP0917027, and FP0917026 (see map below)
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e Improvements to walking, cycling, and public transport infrastructure above
e Cycle sheds in all gardens, or on-street cycle hangars

e Provision of EV charging

e Personalised travel planning via TPC — group or individual sessions
e Promote existing car share scheme(s)

¢ Welcome Packs
e Community Notice Board
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e Travel Vouchers redeemable against bus rail, community travel and/or the cost of a cycle

purchase

e Annual travel surveys by the TPC to inform future focus and measures

e Community Hub

o Promote Residents Association to lead community hub

e Annual cycle maintenance event

e Reducing the need to travel:

o All properties fitted with high-speed broadband to enable homeworking
o Some house types incorporate a study to further enable home or hybrid working

e Travel Plan surveys/monitoring
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Public Transport (Buses)
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Vehicle Access
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Transport Strategy — Overview
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