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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Site Address Former Camelot Theme Park, Charnock Richard, Chorley PR7 5LP
Grid Reference E 353843, N 415752
Survey Area Approximately 25.55 ha

Current Site Use

Proposed

Development

Results

Conclusions and
Recommendations

The site extends to 25.55ha. It includes areas covered by the former park
rides, facilities and buildings, car and coach parks, access roads, areas of
hard standing and woodland areas. The site also includes an area of hard
standing located to the north of the existing Park Hall Hotel (a 140 bed-
hotel) and existing employment units. However, the hotel and employment
units sit outside of Story Homes’ ownership.

The site is bordered by mature woodland to the south and west, part of
which is designated as Ancient Woodland and referred to as ‘Little Wood'.
Syd Brook watercourse flows through the woodland parcel to the south of
the site, in a valley feature, which forms part of the River Douglas catchment.

To the north are agricultural fields and to the east the site is partially bound
by ‘The Dam’ waterbody and Little Wood Biological Heritage Site, beyond
which is the M6 motorway. The south the site is bound by Park Hall Road.
The site is located approximately 4.5km to the south west of Chorley Town
Centre, and approximately 2km to the south-east of Eccleston village centre.
The Charnock Richard Motorway Service Area (MSA) is located adjacent to
the south east of the site

Outline planning application (with all matters reserved save for the principal
means of access) for a residential development of up to 350 homes (Use
Class C3) and a 186.9 sqm (2012 sqgft) community hub, with associated
habitat creation, landscaping, parking, footpaths/cycleways, drainage and
other infrastructure

No reptiles were identified during the seven surveys. In total, 13 common
shrews (Sorex araneus), 22 field voles (Microtus agrestis), 132 common
toads (Bufo bufo), and two common frogs (Rana temporaria) were noted
during the survey visits.

No further mitigation with regard to reptiles is deemed necessary for the
proposed development to proceed.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. BACKGROUND

E3P were commissioned by Story Homes Limited to undertake Reptile Surveys at Camelot, Chorley,
hereafter referred to as “the site”.

This report has been produced by Daniel Syddall, BSc (Hons), Graduate Ecologist at E3P. Daniel has
experience undertaking Preliminary Ecological Appraisals, protected species surveys and ecological
mitigation for a wide variety of projects across the UK.

1.2. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Outline planning application (with all matters reserved save for the principal means of access) for a
residential development of up to 350 homes (Use Class C3) and a 186.9 sgm (2012 sqgft) community
hub, with associated habitat creation, landscaping, parking, footpaths/cycleways, drainage and other
infrastructure.

1.3. PREVIOUS SURVEYS

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal was carried out by E3P in January 2024 (Ref. 81-160-R4) and was
updated in 2025 as the site boundary was updated. The site was found to provide value for reptiles due
to the mosaic of habitats present including the understorey of hedgerows, open grassland, scattered
scrub, tall ruderal, and log and brash piles that the species may use for foraging, basking, and shelter.
Furthermore, the log and brash piles could be used for hibernation by, slow worm (Anguis fragillis), grass
snake (Natrix natrix), and common lizard (Zootoca vivipara).

1.4. SITELOCATION

The site extends to 25.55ha. It includes areas covered by the former park rides, facilities and buildings,
car and coach parks, access roads, areas of hard standing and woodland areas. The site also includes
an area of hard standing located to the north of the existing Park Hall Hotel (a 140 bed-hotel) and existing
employment units. However, the hotel and employment units sit outside of Story Homes’ ownership.

The site is bordered by mature woodland to the south and west, part of which is designated as Ancient
Woodland and referred to as ‘Little Wood'. Syd Brook watercourse flows through the woodland parcel to
the south of the site, in a valley feature, which forms part of the River Douglas catchment.

To the north are agricultural fields and to the east the site is partially bound by ‘The Dam’ waterbody and
Little Wood Biological Heritage Site, beyond which is the M6 motorway. The south the site is bound by
Park Hall Road. The site is located approximately 4.5km to the south west of Chorley Town Centre, and
approximately 2km to the south-east of Eccleston village centre. The Charnock Richard Motorway
Service Area (MSA) is located adjacent to the south east of the site.

Please refer to Figure 1 for the approximate site location.
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Figure 1 Approximate Site Location

1.5. OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Reptile Surveys were to:
o |dentify whether there is a presence of reptiles within the site.
e Assess the species present within the site.

e Recommend further survey requirements, if deemed appropriate, to obtain an estimate of the
population size(s) for the species identified.

e Provide preliminary recommendations in light of the survey findings and the need for mitigation.

This report presents the findings of the surveys and whether there are any implications of developing
the site with regards to reptiles.
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1. DESK STUDY

The following sources of information and ecological records were consulted:

e MAGIC - A web-based interactive mapping system, on which geographic information regarding
key environmental schemes and designations are collated, including details of statutory
conservation sites, accessed March 2025.

e Aerial mapping and ordnance survey maps.

e Local data records from the past 10 years, from Lancashire Environmental Records Network
(LERN) received 20th December 2023.

2.2. REPTILE SURVEY

The site was subjected to a presence/absence survey using artificial refugia, or “tins”, in accordance
with Froglife guidelines (1999).

Artificial cover objects (ACOs) or refugia were constructed of 0.5 m x 1 m sheeting using roofing felt as
recommended by Froglife (1999) and the HGBI (1998) for reptile surveys. A total of 336 ACOs were
placed across and adjacent to the site on appropriate reptile habitat. ACOs were locally sited in the most
appropriate position for use by basking/sheltering reptiles.

The ACOs were left for approximately two weeks to bed in. They were dispersed across the site on
27th February 2025 by Max McCormick, Consultant Ecologist, BSc (Hons), with assistance from Daniel
Syddall. A total of seven non-consecutive survey visits were carried out by Daniel Syddall, with assistance
from Mia Forte, Seasonal Ecologist, BSc (Hons) during the final survey. Surveys were conducted to
assess the presence/absence of reptile species on site. During each visit, the ACOs were checked
visually from a distance to determine whether reptiles were basking on their surface. The ACOs were
carefully approached and lifted to check for reptiles sheltering beneath them.

ACOs were checked during recommended ideal temperatures for a survey, between 9°C and 20°C

(Froglife, 2015) The weather conditions and timings per survey are detailed within Table 1 and Appendix
l.
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Table 1 Survey Details
SURVEY DATE SURV.:.EIYM?ETART WEATHER CONDITIONS SURVEYORS
) 11°C, 0% cloud cover, .
1 18/03/2025 13:45 light breeze. Daniel Syddall
) 10°C, 0% cloud cover, .
2 02/04/2025 09:55 light breeze. Daniel Syddall
) 10°C, 0% cloud cover, .
3 09/04/2025 09:40 light breeze. Daniel Syddall
) 11°C, 70% cloud cover, .
4 14/04/2025 10:45 light breeze. Daniel Syddall
5 23/04/2025 10:40 13°C, 40% cloud cover, Daniel Syddall
light breeze.
) 12°C, 0% cloud cover, .
6 30/04/2025 06:30 light breeze. Daniel Syddall
7 14/05/2025 09:15 14°C, 30% cloud cover, 1, .1 sy ddall, Mia Forte
light breeze.
2.3. LIMITATIONS

Generally, reptiles are reclusive animals and are often difficult to locate by virtue of their behaviour,
cryptic colouration and habitat selection. It is therefore often difficult to prove absence (Froglife, 1999).
Direct observation, use of ACOs, and multiple survey visits during recommended ideal conditions were
utilised to mitigate for this. As such, this is not thought to be a major constraint.
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3. RESULTS

3.1. DESK STUDY

Consultation with LERN did not identify any records of reptiles within the 2 km search area. However, a
lack of records does not necessarily mean a lack of the species, as some areas have simply been under-
surveyed. Equally, reptiles are highly mobile animals and may therefore colonise new sites.

3.2. SURVEY RESULTS

No reptiles were identified during the seven surveys.
In total, 13 common shrews (Sorex araneus), 22 field voles (Microtus agrestis), 132 common toads (Bufo

bufo), and two common frogs (Rana temporaria) were noted using the refugia during the survey visits.
No other notable fauna was recorded during the surveys.

3.3. INTERPRETATION

The mosaic of woodland, scrub, open grassland, and ruderal/ephemeral habitats, along with the
numerous brash and debris piles on site provided the potential to support reptiles. Due to the negative
results during the survey, it can be concluded that no reptiles are currently present on site.
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4. RECOMMENDATIONS AND ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENT

No evidence of reptiles was identified during the surveys. Therefore, no further surveys or reptile
mitigation is deemed necessary for the development to proceed. Due to the site’s suitability to support
common amphibians, as well as the common toads and common frogs identified during the surveys, it
is thought that common amphibians are present on site. As such, it is recommended that during the
clearance phase of works, any common amphibians encountered be moved carefully by hand, away from
construction activities.
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5. REFERENCES
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END OF REPORT
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SURVEY FORMS
SURVEY 1
Date: 18/03/2025
Surveyor: Daniel Syddall
Start time: 13:45

Weather conditions:

11°C, 0% cloud cover, light breeze

SLOW COMMON GRASS OTHER
SPECIES WORM LIZARD SNAKE ADDER SPECIES
Male 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 0
4 common
ﬁd::" (Sex 0 0 0 0 shrew, 1 field
nknown) vole
Sub 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 5
SURVEY 2
Date: 02/04/2025
Surveyor: Daniel Syddall
Start time: 09:55
Weather conditions: 10°C, 0% cloud cover, light breeze
SLOW COMMON GRASS
SPECIES WORM LIZARD SNAKE ADDER OTHER SPECIES
Male 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0
2 common shrew, 3 field
ﬁdtlt (Sex 0 0 0 vole, 19 common toad, 1
nknown) common frog
Sub 0 0 0 0
Juvenile 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 25
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SURVEY 3
Date: 09/04/2025
Surveyor: Daniel Syddall
Start time: 09:40
Weather conditions: 10°C, 0% cloud cover, light breeze
SLOW COMMON GRASS OTHER
SPECIES WORM LIZARD SNAKE ADDER SPECIES
Male 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 0
1 common
Adult (Sex shrew, 1 field
Unknown) 0 0 0 0 vole, 21
common toad
Sub 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 23
SURVEY 4
Date: 14/04/2025
Surveyor: Daniel Syddall
Start time: 10:45
Weather conditions: 11°C, 70% cloud cover, light breeze
SLOW COMMON GRASS OTHER
SPECIES WORM LIZARD SNAKE ADDER SPECIES
Male 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 0
3 common
Adult (Sex shrew, 11 field
Unknown) 0 0 0 0 vole, 22
common toad
Sub 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 36
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SURVEY 5
Date: 23/04/2024
Surveyor: Daniel Syddall
Start time: 10:40

Weather conditions:

13°C, 40% cloud cover, light breeze

SLOW COMMON GRASS OTHER
SPECIES WORM LIZARD SNAKE ADDER SPECIES
Male 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 0
2 common
shrew, 5 field
ﬁd‘li" (Sex 0 0 0 0 vole, 29
nknown) common toad, 1
common frog
Sub 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 37
SURVEY 6
Date: 30/04/2024
Surveyor: Daniel Syddall
Start time: 06:30
Weather conditions: 12°C, 0% cloud cover, light breeze
SLOW COMMON GRASS OTHER
SPECIES WORM LIZARD SNAKE ADDER SPECIES
Male 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 0
1 common
ﬁd‘li" (Sex 0 0 0 0 shrew, 25
nknown) common toad
Sub 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 26
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SURVEY 7
Date: 14/05/2025
Surveyors: Daniel Syddall and Mia Forte
Start time: 09:15
Weather conditions: 14°C, 30% cloud cover, light breeze
SLOW COMMON GRASS OTHER
SPECIES WORM LIZARD SNAKE ADDER SPECIES
Male 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 0
Adult (Sex 0 0 0 0 1 field vole, 16
Unknown) common toad
Sub 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 17
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