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3 THE APPLICATION SITE 

Introduction 

3.1 This Chapter provides a description of the site and its surrounding context. More 

discipline specific descriptions of the site and surrounding area are provided within each 

individual Chapter and associated appendices.  

Site Description and Environmental Designations  

3.2 The site is approximately 25.55 hectares in size which falls within the administrative area 

of CBC. The site is vacant and includes areas of the former park rides, facilities and 

buildings, coach parks and car parks, access roads and areas of hardstanding. 

3.3 The site is currently used on a temporary basis by the ‘Scare City Experience’. This is a 

temporary use to off-set holding costs within the context of a rigorous risk assessment. 

However, given the continued deterioration of the site, it is not anticipated that the lease 

will be renewed. 

3.4 There are no National landscapes (previously referred to as Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty) or National Parks within 10km of the site. 

3.5 There is one Public Right of Way (PRoW) partially within the site, footpath 0908 006 

extends from Park Hall Road which runs through the south east corner of the site through 

Swift’s Wood connecting to series of footpaths to the north east which cross the M6 via 

a footbridge. There is also a footpath (0908 004) which is directly south of the site 

connecting Park Hall Road to a number of PRoWs to the south. There is an additional 

PRoW (footpath 0908 001) on Park Hall Road which extends north west and traverses the 

edge of Little Wood before connecting to bridleway 0913 009 which also traverses the 

edge of Little Wood before connecting to footpath 0913 009 extending north and footpath 

0917 019 extending west.  

3.6 There is one Local Nature Reserve (LNR) within 5km, the Hic Bibi Coppull LNR is situated 

3.4km south east of the site. There are no National Nature Reserves (NNR) within 10km 

of the site. 

3.7 There are no Ramsar Sites, Special Areas of Conservation or Special Protection Areas 

within 10km of the site. 

3.8 There are two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 5km of the site: 

• Charnock Richard Pasture SSSI is situated 1.9km east of the site; and 
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• Wrightington Bar Pasture SSSI is situated 1.7km south east. 

3.9 The site is situated within a SSSI Risk Zone and it falls within the criteria which requires 

consultation with Natural England. 

3.10 Numerous waterbodies are present throughout the site, comprising suitable habitat for a 

range of aquatic fauna, including waterfowl and common amphibians such as great 

crested newts. 

3.11 An area of Ancient Woodland is not within the site but located adjacent to the west and 

south-west, which is anticipated to support a wide range of flora and fauna. There is an 

unnamed watercourse (a tributary of Syd Brook) located approximately 70m south of the 

site boundary, which is lined by Deciduous Woodland, Good Quality Semi-Improved 

Grassland, Lowland Meadows, and Lowland Fens Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority 

Habitats, which together form a high-quality foraging and commuting corridor for a 

diversity of local wildlife. 

3.12 Little Wood Biological Heritage Site (BHS) is located adjacent to the eastern site boundary 

and provides connectivity to Syd Brook Valley BHS adjacent to the  south of the site, as 

well as Spring Wood BHS, approximately 710m west of the site, Wet Oaks Wood BHS 

approximately 1.7 km south, and Chisnall Wood BHS, approximately 1.9 km south. The 

brook within Little Wood also provides connectivity to Wrightington Bar Pasture SSSI 

approximately 1.7 km south of the site boundary. 

3.13 The entirety of the site is in Flood Zone 1 (low risk of fluvial flooding (this means in any 

year land has a less than 0.1% chance of flooding from rivers or the sea)). 

3.14 The site is predominantly at little risk of surface water flooding, however there are several 

pockets of low to high surface water risk within the site. 

3.15 The unnamed water course outlined above is also partially within the site. The Dam 

waterbody is located directly adjacent to the east of the site.  

3.16 The site is not in or within the vicinity of an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). The 

site is not within a Noise Important Area (NIA), however there is a NIA (NIA ID 6905) 

situated on the M6 approximately 140m east of the site. 

3.17 The closest noise sensitive receptors are the residential dwellings approximately 180m 

south of the site and Pemberton House Farm approximately 40m south of the site. 

3.18 There are no World Heritage Sites (WHS) within 10km of the site. 
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3.19 There are two Scheduled Monuments within 5km of the site which include: 

• Bradley Hall, moated site, fishponds and connecting channels is situated 

approximately 1.3km north of the site; and 

• Ingrave Farm moated site, moated site 100m W of Ingrave Farm and connecting 

channel, Eccleston is situated approximately 3.1km north west of the site. 

3.20 There are six Listed Buildings within 1km of the site including: 

• Christ Church (Grade II) is situated approximately 1km east of the site; 

• Chisnall House (Grade II) is situated approximately 720m south of the site; 

• Willow Barn (Grade II) is situated approximately 820m south of the site; 

• Stanley Wives Farmhouse (Grade II) approximately 710m south west of the site; 

• Gate Piers at Entrance to Drive to Heskin Hall (Grade II) approximately 520m west of 

the site; and 

• Heskin Hall (Grade I) approximately 830m west of the site. 

3.21 There are no Registered Battlefields within 5km of the site. There are two Registered Parks 

and Gardens within 5km including; 

• Astley Hall (Grade II) is situated approximately 3.4km north west of the site; and 

• Worden Hall (Grade II) is situated approximately 4.6km north of the site. 

Planning History 

3.22 The extensive planning application history for the Theme Park dates back to the 1980s 

and is detailed in Appendix 3.1. Please see the Supporting Planning Statement (Asteer, 

June 2025) for further details. 

Summary  

3.23 The site is approximately 25.55 hectares in size which falls within the administrative area 

of CBC. The site is vacant and includes areas of the former park rides, facilities and 

buildings, coach parks and car parks, access roads and areas of hardstanding. More 

discipline specific descriptions of the site and surrounding area are provided within each 

individual Technical Chapter and associated appendices. 


