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5 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 

Introduction 

5.1 The purpose of this Chapter is to provide a summary of the planning policy framework 

applicable to the Proposed Development. This policy Chapter should be read in 

conjunction with the technical Chapters of the ES which address the policies that relate 

specifically to each of the disciplines (refer to Chapters 6-12), where relevant.  

The Development Plan 

5.2 Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Local Planning 

Authorities to determine planning applications in accordance with the Development Plan 

unless material planning considerations indicate otherwise.  

5.3 The Development Plan of relevance to the site is made up of the following: 

• Central Lancashire Joint Core Strategy (July 2012); 

• Chorley Local Plan 2012-2026 (July 2015); 

• The Joint Lancashire Minerals and Waste Local Plan prepared by Lancashire County 

Council (consisting of an adopted Minerals and Waste Core Strategy and an adopted 

Minerals and Waste Site Allocations Development Plan Document). 

5.4 In addition, the Council has adopted a number of Supplementary Planning Documents to 

support the Development Plan. Those of relevance to the site are the following 

• Employment Skills (Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) (September 2017); 

• Biodiversity and Nature Conservation SPD (July 2015); 

• Renewable and Low Carbon Energy SPD (July 2014); 

• Open Space and Playing Pitch SPD (August 2013); 

• Affordable Housing SPD (October 2012); and 

• Design Guide SPD (October 2012). 
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National Planning Policy Framework  

5.5 The latest iteration of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was adopted in 

December 2024. Where appropriate, relevant paragraphs are considered in each technical 

chapter (Chapters 6-12). 

Summary 

5.6 This Chapter of the ES summarises the development plan and planning policy framework 

for the subsequent Chapters of the ES that address individual topics. Reference should 

be made to the Supporting Planning Statement (SPS) (Asteer Planning, June 2025) for 

further information.   
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